The global demand for abortion is reflected in the high number of women, girls, and individuals with other gender identities who can become pregnant who annually seek to terminate their pregnanciesan estimated 56 million abortions are performed every year.
The global demand for abortion is reflected in the high number of women, girls, and individuals with other gender identities who can become pregnant who annually seek to terminate their pregnanciesan estimated 56 million abortions are performed every year. 1 The global burden of unsafe abortion is reflected in the high proportion of abortions that continue to be performed using unsafe methods and/ or by untrained or unknowledgeable persons-approximately 45% of all abortions (25 million) remain unsafe. 2 The public health challenges of unsafe abortion have been recognized by the World Health
Organization for more than 50 years. 3 The human rights challengesrecognized by the United Nations and a broad range of nongovernmental and civil society organizations since the 1990s-are reflected in the ongoing global disparities in the associations between abortion safety and country income level, and abortion safety and abortion legal status. Most abortions in high-income countries (82%) are safe compared with only one in five abortions in low-income countries.
Additionally, approximately 87% of abortions are safe in countries permitting abortion on a woman's request compared with only 25%
in countries where abortion is prohibited or only permitted to save a woman's life or prevent harm to physical health. 2 During the past quarter century, in response to these public health and human rights concerns, a progressive transformation has transpired in law and policy-making related to safe abortion access and service provision. 4 These law and policy changes have paralleled advancements in evidence-based global health guidance and human rights standards on safe abortion. 5, 6 The six country case studies pre- 
